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I thank the National Trust for Historic Pres-

ervation for honoring Fort Davis this year, and 
I further extend my gratitude and congratula-
tions to the community of Fort Davis for its 
dedication to preserving its historic fabric and 
spirit. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. PAUL RYAN 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 7, 2008 

Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin. Madam Speaker, 
on rollcall No. 31, H. Res. 943, remembering 
the space shuttle Challenger disaster and hon-
oring its crew members, who lost their lives on 
January 28, 1986. I was absent due to inclem-
ent weather grounding flights from Wisconsin. 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘Aye’’. 
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RECOGNIZING THE LIFE AND 
SERVICE OF PAUL J. ABBATE 

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO 
OF GUAM 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 7, 2008 

Ms. BORDALLO. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor and recognize the life and 
service of Paul J. Abbate, former Guam Supe-
rior Court Presiding Judge. Judge Abbate 
passed away on Saturday, February 2, 2008 
in Pomfret, Maryland at the age of 88. 

Judge Abbate served our Nation as a Com-
mander in the U.S. Navy’s Judge Advocate 
General Corps for over 20 years. Upon his re-
tirement from the Navy, he accepted an ap-
pointment by Governor of Guam Manuel F.L. 
Guerrero to be the Attorney General of Guam. 
With the retirement of Presiding Judge Joa-
quin C. Perez in 1969, Governor Guerrero ap-
pointed Paul Abbate to serve as a Judge for 
the Superior Court of Guam, where he served 
for 19 years, 13 of which were as the Pre-
siding Judge. As Presiding Judge, he initiated 
plans for the construction of the new Guam 
Judicial Center, the complex that today 
houses the Superior Court and Supreme 
Courts of Guam. Judge Abbate was noted for 
his well-reasoned rulings, but also for his fair-
ness and impartiality in the court. Following 
his retirement from Guam’s judicial system, he 
served as Director of Governor Joseph Wash-
ington Liaison Office in Washington, DC. 

Judge Abbate’s service to Guam was evi-
dent in more than just the courtroom. He com-
mitted his life to the Catholic Church as a dea-
con for the Archdiocese of Hagåtña and in his 
church in the mainland. He assisted in the 
major renovations and improvements to the 
Dulce Nombre de Maria Cathedral Basilica in 
Guam’s capital of Hagåtña and helped in the 
preparations for the visit of Pope John Paul II 
on March 1, 1981. 

On behalf of the people of Guam, I extend 
our sincere condolences and deepest sym-
pathies to his son Michael S. Abbate and his 
wife Cindy, his daughter Maria T. Rossi and 
her husband, John, his six grandchildren and 
four great grandchildren. Judge Abbate will al-
ways be remembered by the people of Guam 
as a dedicated member of the legal commu-

nity and a devoted member of the Guam’s 
Catholic community. 
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IN RESPONSE TO ATTACKS ON 
THE CONSTITUENTS OF THE 9TH 
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT OF 
CALIFORNIA 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, February 7, 2008 

Ms. LEE. Madam Speaker, I rise tonight to 
discuss an unwarranted and downright hostile 
attack on my constituents and the people of 
Berkeley, CA by Republicans on the floor of 
the House earlier today. I’m here tonight, Mr. 
Speaker, to set the record straight and to re-
spond to their false claims and distortions. 

Madam Speaker, it never ceases to amaze 
me how some people will go to any length to 
score political points. That is what happened 
here on the House floor earlier today when 
several Republican members said they wanted 
to strip the people of Berkeley, CA of much- 
needed Federal funding. 

Let us be clear: punishing the people of 
Berkeley for political gain is unfair and simply 
plain wrong. This is nothing more than 
grandstanding and posturing on behalf of Re-
publicans who want to make a political point 
for their own benefit. 

I want to begin by talking about the primary 
target of the Republican campaign against the 
people of Berkeley, and in this case, the chil-
dren of Berkeley. Republicans claimed that 
one earmark was for the creation of organic 
school lunches in the Berkeley School District. 
This characterization of a school lunch initia-
tive developed by the Chez Panisse Founda-
tion is dishonest. 

This school lunch initiative aims to revolu-
tionize school lunch by treating lunch as an 
important part of the day, as well as inte-
grating lessons about wellness, sustainability 
and nutrition into the academic curriculum. 

The funding will aid in the development of a 
program that would treat lunch as an aca-
demic subject for all public school students in 
the district, from kindergarten through high 
school. These funds will support a comprehen-
sive approach to improved health and health 
education in the public schools that will em-
power students with a sense of responsibility 
for themselves and their health. it’s about nu-
trition for our children. 

Next I want to talk about their efforts to at-
tack the University of California and the mem-
ory of a great leader in this body, former Con-
gressman Bob Matsui. This funding will be 
used for UC Berkeley’s Institute of Govern-
ment Studies for the creation of the Matsui 
Center for Politics and Public Service. 

The Matsui Center will develop a curriculum 
that will encourage students to think about pol-
itics and public service not as separate activi-
ties, but as a continuum of civic engagement. 
As a great public university, Berkeley has a 
special obligation to train the next generation 
of leaders, as well as to help them develop 
the political and policy skills that will enable 
them to participate constructively in public life. 
The program will also have educational com-
ponents in Sacramento and Washington, 
DC—capitol cities which were touchstones for 
Congressman Bob Matsui’s long public service 
career. It’s about education. 

Now allow me to turn my attention to an 
item that the Republicans did not want to tell 
you about—funding for the disabled and the 
Ed Roberts Campus. This funding will be used 
for the construction of the Ed Roberts Campus 
at the Ashby BART Station in Berkeley. The 
Ed Roberts Campus is the vision of eight dis-
ability organizations in California which have 
joined forces to create a multi-tenant facility. 
The facility will serve as an intermodal transit 
center, as well as a transportation information 
and travel-training center for seniors and peo-
ple with disabilities. 

It will provide services in a fully accessible, 
technologically-advanced environment located 
at BART’s Ashby stop. The campus will serve 
approximately 2,000 disabled people per 
week, most of whom will arrive by public 
transportation. 

The Ed Roberts Campus is an innovative 
approach to transit oriented development and 
will be the first disability service center at a 
major fully-accessible transit hub. As a result, 
people throughout the region will have access 
to programs that will enable them to obtain 
needed health care education, job training and 
other services in order to achieve their life and 
work goals. It’s about providing quality serv-
ices for the disabled! 

Finally, I want to mention another item that 
the Republican supporters of this measure will 
not mention—that their bill would intentionally 
undermine the safety and security of the peo-
ple of Berkeley by denying critical funding for 
Berkeley public safety agencies’ interoper-
ability. 

This particular funding will be used to up-
date Berkeley’s public safety computer dis-
patch and communications system to ensure 
systems interoperability. It will support critical 
inter-jurisdictional communications and coordi-
nation needs. This funding will help to en-
hance Berkeley’s ability to maintain a secure 
and interoperable computer and communica-
tions system and maximize sustainable use 
after a natural or human made disaster. It’s 
about public safety! 

Madam Speaker, the statements by Repub-
licans on the floor of the House earlier today 
were nothing but a shameful attack on my 
constituents in order to score perceived polit-
ical points. It is just plain wrong and it is a real 
shame that it is happening on the floor of this 
House. 

I have said it before and I will say it again, 
I will fight to defend the constituents of my dis-
trict and their right to receive Federal funds. 
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ON THE LIFE OF VI STOIA 

HON. STEPHANIE HERSETH SANDLIN 
OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, February 7, 2008 

Ms. HERSETH SANDLIN. Madam Speaker, 
today I would like to offer a special remem-
brance for a unique individual, Vi Stoia. Viorel 
G. ‘‘Vi’’ Stoia was born in Aberdeen, South 
Dakota in 1924. He lived there all of his life, 
save for when he attended the University of 
Minnesota earning his degree in business ad-
ministration, and when he served in the United 
States Navy from 1942 to 1946 as a Chief 
Petty Officer. Vi married Donna Marie 
Maurseth in 1949 and they made their home 
in Aberdeen, raising their five children—Mar-
sha, Nancy, Greg, James and Thomas. 
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